Originally written in 1969 by Carlos Marighella, one of the leaders of
the Brazilian guerrilla organization National Liberation Action (ALN),
the Mini-Manual Of The Urban Guerrilla is probably one of the most
famous documents to come out of the guerrilla struggles in Latin
America. Widely reprinted and translated into numerous languages
it became a guide for many guerrilla movements around the globe.
With the massive technological changes that have reshaped the world,
many parts of the Mini-Manual have become dated and in some cases
completely irrelevant. Nonetheless it does serve as a framework for
urban guerrilla strategies and tactics when adapted to the current
world situation. It also serves as a historical cautionary tale when
looking back at the many failed urban guerrilla movements. This
edition includes two other documents by Marighella; Problems And
Principles Of Strategy and Questions Of Organization as well as an
1970 interview with liberated Brazilian political prisoners from
several different Brazilian guerrilla organizations and finally a
chronology of the guerrilla struggle in Brazil from 1964-73.

"It is better to err acting than
to do nothing for fear of erring.
Without initiative there is
no guerrilla warfare.”

- Carlos Marighella
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Mini-Manual Of The Urban Guerrilla

A Definition Of The Urban Guerrilla

The chronic structural crisis characteristic of Brazil today. and its resultant
political instability, are what have brought about the upsurge of revolutionary war
in the country. The revolutionary war manifests itself in the form of urban guerrilla
warfare, psychological warfare, or rural guerrilla warfare. Urban guerrilla warfare
or psychological warfare in the city depends on the urban guerrilla.

The urban guerrilla is a person who fights the military dictatorship with
weapons, using unconventional methods. A political revolutionary and an ardent
patriot, he is a fighter for his country’s liberation, a friend of the people and of
freedom. The area in which the urban guerrilla operates is in the large Brazilian
cities. There are also criminals or outlaws who work in the big cities. Many times.
actions by criminals are taken to be actions by urban guerrillas.

The urban guerrilla, however, differs radically from the criminal. The criminal
benefits personally from his actions. and attacks indiscriminately without
distinguishing between the exploiters and the exploited, which is why there are so
many ordinary people among his victims. The urban guerrilla follows a political
goal, and only attacks the government, the big businesses and the foreign
imperialists, particularly North Americans.

Another element just as harmful to the guerrillas as the criminal, and also
operating in the urban area, is the right-wing counter-revolutionary who creates
confusion, robs banks, throws bombs, kidnaps, assassinates, and commits the worst
crimes imaginable against urban guerrillas, revolutionary priests, students, and
citizens who oppose fascism and seek liberty.

The urban guerrilla is an implacable enemy of the regime. and systematically
inflicts damage on the authorities and on the people who dominate the country
and exercise power. The primary task of the urban guerrilla is to distract, to wear
down. to demoralize the military regime and its repressive forces, and also to
attack and destroy the wealth and property of the foreign managers and the Brazilian
upper class.

The urban guerrilla is not afraid to dismantle and destroy the present Brazilian
economic, political and social system, for his aim is to aid the rural guerrillas and
to help in the creation of a totally new and revolutionary social and political
structure, with the armed people in power.

The urban guerrilla must have a certain
minimal political understanding. To gain that he
must read certain printed or mimeographed works
such as: Guerrilla Warfare by Che Guevara,
Memories Of A Terrorist, Some Questions
About The Brazilian Guerrillas, Guerrilla
Operations And Tactics, Problems And

Principles Of Strategy. Certain Tactical
Principles Of Comrades Undertaking
- Guerrilla Operations. Questions Of

Organization, O Guerrilheiro, newspaper
\ of the Brazilian revolutionary groups.

Suggested Reading Materials

Over the last few decades there have been countless hooks, essays, studies, elc.
written from a number of political perspectives. Of course, there are the “classics”
written by Guevara, Giap, the IRA and so on, but to list all of the literature on
guerrilla warfare would easily fill this pamphlet. Listed below is only a small
sampling and should by no means be considered definitive...

Theory & History

150 Questions To A Guerrilla - Alberto Bayo

Armed Insurrection - A. Neuberg

Armed Struggle; Both A Strategy And A Tactic - Massoud Ahmad-Zadeh

BILA Study Guide - Black Liberation Army

The Concept Of The Urban Guerrilla - Red Army Fraction

Estrategia de la guerrilla urbana - Abraham Guillén

Fighting For Ireland?: The Military Strategy Of The Irish Republican Movement
- M.L.R. Smith

F.L.Q.: The Anatomy Of An Underground Movement - Louis Fornier

Guerrilla Warfare - Che Guevara

The Guerrilla, The Resistance And The Anti-Imperialist Front - Red Army Fraction
Handbook For Volunteers Of The Irish Republican Army: Notes On Guerrilla
Warfare - Irish Republican Army GHQ Staff

Handbook Of Revolutionary Warfare: A Guide To The Armed Phase Of The African
Revolution - Kwame Nkrumah

How We Won The War - Vo Nguyen Giap

Just War, Unjust War - S.J. Leonard

Message To The Black Movement - Black

Liberation Army w h \

On Guerrilla Warfare - Mao Zedong

People's War, People’s Army - Vo Nguyen Giap = ‘.o mam“
Strike One To Educate One Hundred - Chris s e
Aronson Beck, Reggie Emilia, Lee Morris & arlos Marighella
Ollie Patterson -

The Ghetto Fights - Marek Edelman : ey

The I.R.A. - Tim Pat Coogan g = * ¥
The Tupamaro Guerrillas - Maria Esther Gilio
Tunnel To Canto Grande - Claribel Alegria &
Darwin Flakoll

Urban Guerrilla Warfare In Latin America -
James Kohl & John Litt

See also the documents from the European
guerrilla organizations, eg. Red Army Fraction,

e

B

SUTUBRO. 1547 PRECO CRS 1.00

Marighella’s early writings.
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Mini-Manual Of The Urban Guerrilla

relinquish his role before he betrays his pledge, for he clearly lacks the basic
qualities necessary to be a guerrilla.

How The Urban Guerrilla Lives

The urban guerrilla must know how to live among the people, and he must be
careful not to appear strange and different from ordinary city life.

He should not wear clothes that are different from those that other people
wear. Elaborate and high-fashion clothing for men or women may often be a
handicap if the urban guerrilla’s mission takes him into working class
neighbourhoods, or sections where such dress is uncommon. The same care has to
be taken if the urban guerrilla must move from the South of the country to the
North, and vice versa.

The urban guerrilla must make his living through his job or his professional
activity. If he is known and sought by the police, he must go underground, and
sometimes must live hidden. Under such circumstances, the urban guerrilla cannot
reveal his activity to anyone, since this information is always and only the
responsibility of the revolutionary organization in which he is participating.

The urban guerrilla must have a great ability for observation. He must be well-
informed about everything, particularly about the enemy’s movements, and he
must be very inquisitive and knowledgeable about the area in which he lives,
operates, or travels through.

But the fundamental characteristic of the urban guerrilla is that he is a man
who fights with weapons; given these circumstances, there is very little likelihood
that he will be able to follow his normal profession for long without being identified
by the police. The role of expropriation thus looms as clear as high noon. It is
impossible for the urban guerrilla to exist and survive without fighting to
expropriate.

Thus, the armed struggle of the urban guerrilla points towards two essential
objectives:

1. the physical elimination of the leaders and assistants of the armed
forces and of the police;

2. the expropriation of government resources and the wealth belonging
to the rich businessmen, the large landowners and the imperialists, with
small expropriations used for the sustenance of the individual guerrillas
and large ones for the maintenance of the revolutionary organization
itself.

It is clear that the armed struggle of the urban guerrilla also has other objectives.
But here we are referring to the two basic objectives, above all expropriation. It is
necessary for every urban guerrilla to always keep in mind that he can only maintain
his existence if he is able to kill the police and those dedicated to repression, and
if he is determined - truly determined - to expropriate the wealth of the rich
businessmen, landowners and imperialists.

One of the fundamental characteristics of the Brazilian revolution is that,
from the beginning, it developed around the expropriation of the wealth of the
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Chronology Of Events In Brazil - 1964-73

November 15: Elections: 30% of electorate abstain despite illegality of abstention;
55% cast blank ballots.

December 3: Education Minister Jarbas Passarinho admits to occasional use of
torture in jails.

December 7: Swiss Ambassador Giovanni Bucher kidnapped by Juarez Guimarez
de Brito commando of ALN; 70 prisoners released.

December 8: Police announce death of three guerrillas, including Eduardo Leite
(VPR).

December 10: Expropriation of 64,000 NCr from Itau-America Bank; police
claim 9 of 14 commandos captured within 2 days.

1971

January 12: VAR-Palmares distributes food to slum dwellers.

January 20: Rubens Paiva (labour party ex-deputy linked to guerrillas) and
family arrested; Paiva dies under torture.

February 6: Raids in Recife lead to captured documents and whereabouts of
guerrillas, including Tarzan de Castro.

March 11: $35,000 expropriated from 3 private firms.

March 12: Five VAR-Palmares members arrested.

March 14: $13.800 seized from supermarket.

March 23: Marcio Leite Toledo (VPR) killed in Sio Paulo: links leading to
Carlos Lamarca allegedly discovered.

April 5: MRT leader Devanir Joss de Carvalho arrested and killed.

April 14: Major Toja Martinez assassinated in Rio.

April 15: Conservative industrialist Henning Albert Boilesen assassinated by
MRT in retribution for death of Carvalho.

April 18: Dimas Antonio Cassemiro of MRT killed.

April 23: MR-8 student cell at Rio de Janeiro Federal University broken.

May 1: Zilda Xavier Periera (ALN) escapes Pinel Hospital in Rio.

May 16: Two presses seized by guerrillas from printing press factory.

May 28: Five guerrillas from VAR-Palmares arrested. MR-8 cell broken up.
June 23: Jose Anselmo dos Santos, ex-navy corporal and leader of naval
insurrection of March 26, 1964, allegedly dies in prison.

July 22: Guerrillas seize 350,000 NCr from bank.

July 24: Joao Carlos dos Santos, leader of group which kidnapped von Holleben,
captured.

August 5: Jose Raimundo Costa (VPR) shot to death resisting arrest.

September 18: Carlos Lamarca killed in Salvador, Bahia.

1972

January 19: Alex de Paula Xavier-Pereira (ALN) killed.

January 23: Peasant leaders Manoel de Conceicao and Luis Campos arrested.
April: Armed resistance begins in Amazonia State,

April 11: Antonio Caros Noguiera Cabral (ALN) killed in Rio de Janeiro
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Mini-Manual Of The Urban Guerrilla

physical condition to a knowledge of and apprenticeship in professions and skills
of all kinds, particularly manual skills.

The urban guerrilla can have a strong physical constitution only if he trains
systematically. He cannot be a good fighter if he has not learned the art of fighting.
For that reason, the urban guerrilla must learn and practice the various forms of
unarmed fighting, of attack, and of personal defense. Other useful forms of physical
preparation are hiking, camping, the practice of survival in the woods, mountain
climbing, rowing, swimming, skin diving and training as a frogman, fishing,
harpooning, and the hunting of birds and of small and big game.

It is very important to learn how to drive a car, pilot a plane, handle a motor
boat and a sailboat, understand mechanics, radio, telephone, electricity and have
some knowledge of electronics techniques.

It is also important to have a knowledge of topographical information, to be
able to determine one’s position by instruments or other available resources, to
calculate distances, make maps and plans, draw to scale, make timings, and work
with an angle protractor, a compass, etc.

A knowledge of chemistry, of colour combination and of stamp-making, the
mastery of the skills of calligraphy and the copying of letters, and other techniques
are part of the technical preparation of the urban guerrilla, who is obliged to falsify
documents in order to live within a society that he seeks to destroy.

In the area of “makeshift” medicine, the urban guerrilla has the special role of
being a doctor or understanding medicine, nursing, pharmacology, drugs, basic
surgery and emergency first aid.

The basic question in the technical preparation of the urban guerrilla is,
nevertheless, to know how to handle weapons such as the submachine gun, revolver,
automatic pistol, FAL, various types of shotguns, carbines, mortars, bazookas, etc.

A knowledge of various types of ammunition and explosives is another aspect
to consider. Among the explosives, dynamite must be well understood. The use of
incendiary bombs, smoke bombs, and other types is also indispensable prior
training. To know how to improvise and repair weapons, prepare Molotov cocktails,
grenades, mines, homemade destructive devices, how to blow up bridges, tear up
and put out of service railroads and railroad cars, these are necessities in the
technical preparation of the urban guerrilla that can never be considered
unimportant.

The highest level of preparation for the urban guerrilla is the training camp
for technical training. But only the guerrilla who has already passed a preliminary
examination can go to this school - that is to say, one who has passed the test of fire
in revolutionary action, in actual combat against the enemy.

The Urban Guerrilla’s Weapons

The urban guerrilla’s weapons are light arms, easily obtained, usually captured
from the enemy, purchased, or made on the spot. Light weapons have the advantage
of fast handling and easy transport. In general. light weapons are characterized as
being short-barreled. This includes many automatic weapons. Automatic and semi-
automatic weapons considerably increase the firepower of the urban guerrilla. The
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Chronology Of Events In Brazil - 1964-73

November Bank assault linked to Marighella and the ALN; realization by police
of “subversive threat”.

December 12: Congress balks at government demand for trial of Deputy Marcio
Moreira Alves for insulting military honour; climax of a long “constitutional
crisis”.

December 13: Costa e Silva closes Congress: Institutional Act V promulgated,
giving president dictatorial powers.

December 14-18: Hundreds arrested including 94 government party deputies,
ex-President Juscelino Kubitschek and Carlos Lacerda.

1969

January 22: Planned action against IV Army Quitauna barracks uncovered,
exposing VPR.

January 25: Captain Carlos Lamarca, with three non-commissioned officers and
70 automatic weapons, defects to VPR.

February 25: Expropriation of 120,000 NCr from Auxiliary Bank of Sdo Paulo.
March: Residence of General Ademar de Rocha Santos bombed.

April: Monguagua Conference held to reorganize VPR and attempt merger with
COLINA: initially there is little success, but soon after the two groups join to form
VAR-Palmares.

May 1: Guerrillas seize Sdo Bernardo radio station and broadcast message.
May 5: Seizure of 248,000 NCr from National Credit Bank.

May 27: Six guerrillas escape Lemos de Brito prison and become involved in
MAR foco.

June: Operation Bandeirante launched nationwide to combat subversion.
June 22: Military police barracks attacked: weapons and ammunition
expropriated.

July: Political parties reorganized by government decree. Over 30 MR-8 members
arrested.

July 8: Two theatres showing “The Green Berets™ bombed.

July 18: $2.4 million taken from estate of politician Adhemar de Barros.
August: MAR guerrillas driven out of forests of Angra dos Reis, 200 miles south
of Rio de Janeiro. Over 200 revolutionaries arrested during mid-1969.

August 15: Marighella speech read over Radio Sao Paulo during occupation by
guerrillas.

September 4: United States Ambassador Burke Elbrick kidnapped by ALN and
MR-8: 15 prisoners exchanged for Elbrick.

September 10: Institutional Act XIV decrees death penalty for subversion; first
time death penalty has been decreed since 1891; some 1.800 persons arrested
following Elbrick kidnapping.

September: Tarresopolis Conference results in split within VAR-Palmares; armed
struggle wing leaves and calls itself VPR again.

Late September: Thirteen ALN factories raided by authorities.

November 4: Carlos Marighella trapped and shot to death.



6

pue syndeieo se yons SOURALIUOD 2PRLUSWOLY DUIOsES ‘S[1E1Y200 AOI0[O]A
‘uonejuawLadxa 10) wWoor ou 2AL[ 0] ST
os ‘Aes 01 s1 ey - diyseonuaidde ayajdwosur ue juaaaid o) “awmn jo praye pauteiqo
3q 1snW $3sIn02 asay ur aonoead Joj sjeuaew Lrewd oy paziuesio aq jsnw
adeioqus pue saatsojdxa ur sasinod pue ‘uononpoad siy [, “suodeam apewowoy jo
uononnsuod ayy Joj suejd SuLmoeynuew siy ojut desodioour pynoys efjLuans uegin
Ay S||IYS dIseq aIv AYIE| [EOIUBYDAW Y] U0 pue ASIn[[elaw ul adsuaLadxy
‘suLe [[ews 2A1n22)y2 uronpoid pue Sutsiaoadun 1oy doys jews v dn
125 uEd sased Auew ut pue ‘way) edar 0] moy smouy ‘suodeam Iy Jo 1ed saye) Y
‘ynusuns e sy -souenodwr o1seq e sey yirusuns v se 0jo1 § v[LIand ueqan oy,
121y31) ejLuans uegan
ay1 10j uodeam pood e s1 unFI0YS JJO-Pames B UDAD PuE ‘SILI0IOBJ [EUOTIUDAUOD
ur paonpoid suodeam 152q 2y se JuatdLya se uayo ae suodeam speuAIOl
‘paads pue Ayjiqour arsur o) suodeam yFramiys)
spuewap eyl Sunysiy jo adAy e ur syoeqmuip Jolew aaey yorym ‘suodeam
AABaYy Jo asn 2y uo suonoe sty aseq o 1dwane 1ou pynoys e[jLIans ueqan ay |,
‘paure) 2q isnw wat asn oym ajdoad
a1 pue paredaid 2q 01 2Aey WL Suisn 10 SUONIPUOD A 1N “UOTIE UT Pasn aq
os[e ued sieuow pue seyoozeg “diysuewsyrew ur Suruien 1oy [njasn aq ued unsie
anssaid v ~djay yonuw 3 ust uoisioard uaym 1ySiu je £[jeoadsa “Joys tood v 10§ usa
[nJasn ade Aay [, yue|q utod pue oFur1 350[ JE pasn J1 [njasn aq ued sunfioys
‘s1aylo pue
“I9ISAYDUIAN D1 SE YINS SUnS Sununy ‘sapjLIIo suns 1asnejy a1 Ty a1 a1e suodeam
pajaLEg-3uo] 2Y) SOy "ZIS JIAY) JO 2SN UONUINE yonw joene Aay) pue
“uodsuey 0 eLUaNS uegIn ay) 10y 1NITIP Alow e suodeam pajaLeg-guo|
[EMEIPLYIM pUE 19402 10] Jomod dAIsudJap yiim ‘suodeam
WYS1] paIapIsu0d aq OS[E UELd SQUIOG YOS [RUOTIUIAUOD PUR SIPRUAIT puep
‘uonor jo no Aweua ay sind Afjensn joedur i aours ajquaayaid s1 g¢:
ayp ingl “aedonied o1 Juem oym asol Joj [njasn osfe st z¢” oy, “uodeam prepuers
INO ‘SIDAJOADI 8¢ YIIM pauLIe aq 1snwl dnoas oy Jo S1I9qUAW 1310 AU [, URWSIew
poo3 e Aq pajpuey uns auiyoewgns B aaey isnw sefjuians ueqin jo dnois Suu
Yory "pazipJepuels g ued pasn 9q 0} UONIUNWIWE 23 eyl os ‘ung auryoewigns
Jo 2d&) auo jo uononpoud oy 10y pasn aq se[LIANS uegin ay) jo sanijiqedes
Suumoejnuew ay) ey ajqerajaid s1 31 ‘sny | uonunwwe jo wajqosd ay) *asmod
JO SuIpueISIapUN - PAsn 9q OS[E ULD SIAQI[LD JUAIAJJIp Jo sund auryoewgns jo sadA)
IDYIQ "2IqI[LD G YN Y1 ST E[[LIaNS uegan ay) Joj ung auryoewiqns [zapli ay |,
‘se||LUanS ueqn uerjizelg ay1 o1 djqesuadsipur pue
Jendod os mou ‘un3 auryorwigns 3y a[puey 01 moy mouy A[ySnosoy) jsnur efjLIand
ay L ‘Awoud ay) Aq pajoadsar Apeasd Furaq jo advjueape oy sy ‘BAIC UBQIN UR
ut j00ys 0) Asea pue u1d1ja Suraq o1 uonippe ui ‘uodeam s1y ], ‘und auiyoewgns
Y311 2 st ejLuan3 ueqan ay jo uodeam d1seq ay) 1Lyl umoys sey aouauadxs
‘urelp uoniunuie ue ojur suodeam
dnewone LaAuod pauten Apood are oym uapy “Sutny uoisoaid pue wie poos e
Aq A[uo 10} Pa12aLI0d - UONTUNIIWE JO IS0 [NJIISEA € IO SPUNOT PAISEA UL TUN|NSL
1 Sutjjonuod ur Aynorgip ay si ‘sn 1oy ‘uodeam jo 2d£y siyy jo aFejueapesip

BJjLIBND UBGIN 8YL JO [BNUBN-IUIN

09

"paquioq 21015 Auedwo)) 3 Yonqaoy ‘sieas :L7 13qod()

‘o[ned ovg Jo queg Wolp IDN 000°081 JO 2InzZIag ] 13qo3d0)

‘uorun)

1UApMIS [RUONEN PAIME[INO JO $52IFU0D FUIP[OY 10] PAISALIE SHUAPIS paapuny 1ySig
‘o[ne 0B ur JYJA Aq pajeulssesse a[puey)) sapey) ureide)) ‘g i) 190320
"paIndaxa wonoe woddns 151y tunSaq vuered ur 020f g-YIN 1900
‘poreridoadxa IDN 000'011 tpayoene uren jjoike :0f jsndny

‘auaidues woiy 39

© $2s0[ A[[enuA2 2y 2o1j0d Aq 104s 0EII2IUO)) [JOUTA JIPEI] JULsLd ¢ Anf
"SMO[[0] UOIssaIdD1 pasealoul SwWIyeIq] asof 1apeal YJA put peay uorun £q

Pa] "NIIS SIANIOM [LIDW 0ISLS() “[IOULIN §96] O Yse[yoeq aeniut syoene penbs
-yieap 1sa1y tAnoey] Aydosoqiyd ojneg oes jo Kisiaarun) Adnooso sjuspms :Amf
“UdA Aq Aenb suoys

ezaferio woly usfors sded Funse|q pue arweudp jo saxoq uaapuUIN g7 Aunf
“AdA Aq paquiog eiandenqy ur szauenbpeay Auny puoseg

“uorssaidanisurese 159104d U1 AENSUOWAP SIUIPMIS PUBSNOL) PAIPUNY 2UQ) 297 Junf
“AdA 2 Aq Awwre

uo yoene 12211p 1811y ul suodeam 1oy paprel [eidsoy Auuy ojneg oes 7z aunf
‘parsade ()OS -erpiseaqg

pue o[ned OLS Ul NLNSUOWIP pur ory ut ad1jod yim yse[d sjuapnig :[z-0z dunf
"o[ne ors Ul qOuw Aq pauois 2IPoS NAIQY JOUISAOL) i KRJAl

"SP[[LLIANG Aq paqqol o[ned Ovs ul yuvg Ansnpuj pue 221wwo)) ;g ady
“AdA £q paquoq oy opg op opvisy ( 1ddedsmau daneAsasuo)) ;07 dy
‘parerrdordxa (somazniy

M2AN) IDN 0007001 padydene Ied palowle yueg ueiel] pue youar] :gy pady
‘uonesIunpe

Aq siuapnmis jo Sulf[iy $152101d O1Y UT UOTIENSUOWAP JUIPNIS 0§ YIIBA
‘oarauef

ap ory ur ad1jod £q pajry uapnis po-1eak-g[ ‘010§ SIN'] UOSPH 387 YIEBJA]
"PAQUIOY O[NEJ OBS Ul AL[NSUOY) SALIS PaIu(] 6] YOIvA

TOININ

ur 8- N pue o[ned oes ut ¥YJA sdnoid epjuuens [eraass jo sfuruuisag :Arenuef

8961

N1V Suizijiqow surdaq pue [Izeig 0] SuImal e[[pySuey :£96] e
‘Auedwos juawad

Jvwele)) woly udye) SI0UOIIP ()7 PUT NWRUAP JO SIX0G UL :(f JIQUIAIA(]
‘SEUOZRWY Ul pueq e[[LIang wuoj o1 Sundwane 1oj pasaLe suosiad ¢ S| 19q03dQ)
"PAGUIOG OTY UT DDUIPISAIT § DYOLNE JIe sAEIS paiun) L7 Jaquiaydag

"onse))

ap uezie], Aq paf ‘0sso1) Oy ul pazias sejjuiand pajadsns g/ 07 IsnSny
‘paquioq sory ut ad1jjo sdio)) 20eaq 1y jsndny

"SOIEED[OP UBI[IZEIE Y] JO AUO ST e[[YSUR SOML)) ‘LUBARH Ul

PIaY 20u13ju0)) (AJEpIjOS ULdLIdWY une ] Jo uoneziuediQ) Sy 10 1841 :)sndny

€4-¥961 - izeig uf sjusnz JO ABojouoryn




